
     

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM ADMIN. TEAM 
Dear parents/guardians, 

  

Thanks to all of you who joined us for virtual 

student-parent-teacher conferences! Edsby is new 

to all of us, and the learning curve is significant. 

Your patience as we learn how to navigate the ins 

and outs as parents, students and staff is 

appreciated. If you have questions about Edsby, 

please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

teacher if your question is related to the classroom, 

or the office if your inquiry is of a more general 

nature. There are many useful help files available 

on the LOCCS website (loccsd.ca) and also the 

support files for parents on the Edsby website 

(https://www.edsby.com/help/parents/). Be sure 

to log into your account on a regular basis as that 

is how your child’s teacher and the school will send 

any pertinent messages to you. If your child is 

home sick, there is learning material on Edsby that 

they can access while they are at home. 

  

This year, Advent will be celebrated weekly in 

each classroom rather than in the gym as a whole 

school. The theme this Advent is Be Enlightened 

and Be Light! Although we will not be able to do 

many of our typical December activities, preparing 

our hearts for Jesus’ coming, being grateful for 

what we have, being light for others and inviting 

God into our lives is something that we can do 

every day in whatever circumstances we find 

ourselves. 

 

We continue to observe all COVID related 

procedures at EMBM in order to keep everyone as 

safe as possible. In accordance with the latest 

provincial and LOCCS guidelines, all students K-7 

are now required to wear masks throughout the 

school day. 

 

Thank you for your diligence in doing the daily 

COVID screening check before sending your 

child/ren to school and for keeping them home 

when they are ill. Thank you as well for wearing a 

mask and practicing social distancing when you 

come to pick up your children from the bus waiting 

area. 

 

Attached to this newsletter you will find the LOCCS 

Bus Cancellation administrative procedure (AP). 

Please be sure to read through the AP if your child 

takes an LOCCS bus. 

 

As always, if you have any questions or 

suggestions, please do not hesitate to share them 

with us. 

  

May God bless you throughout this season of 

Advent as we prepare for the coming of Christ! 

  

M. Masich and Mme Poitras 

 

COLD WEATHER POLICY 
More than ever, it is important that 

students get fresh air every day. As 

such, students will be going outside 

for regular recess as often as 

possible. Please note the following 

temperature thresholds (taken from 

LOCCS policy) for recess: 

 

1. Indoor recess may be declared when the 

temperature is colder than -25C (not 

factoring in the windchill). 

2. Indoor recess will be declared when the 
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temperature is -28C or colder (factoring in 

the windchill). 

 

Please ensure that your child has appropriate 

winter apparel for outdoor recesses, and please 

remember to label your child’s belongings.  
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18th DISMISSAL 
 The last school day before Christmas 

holidays, Friday, December 18th.  LOCCS 

students will be dismissed at 2:30 p.m. 

and buses will be running at this time. 

 

Classes will resume on Monday, January 

4th, 2021. Our January newsletter and calendar will 

come out upon our return to school.  

 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE  
8:55 First bell rings 

9:00 Classes begin 

10:30 Recess – K,1,4,5 - 15 minutes  

10:45 Recess – 2,3,6,7 - 15 minutes 

12:00 Lunch K,1,4,5 / Recess 2,3,6,7 

12:25 Lunch 2,3,6,7/ Recess K,1,4,5  

12:45  Classes resume 

2:15 Recess – K,1,4,5 - 15 minutes  

2:30 Recess – 2,3,6,7 - 15 minutes 

3:30 Dismissal 

 

LATE ARRIVALS/ EARLY 

DEPARTURE/ SCHOOL ENTRANCE 

DURING CONSTRUCTION  
At this time, we are still restricting 

guests and visitors. The doorbell to 

gain access to the school is at the 

side door that is closest to the parent drop off lane 

on 16th Avenue. If you need to pick up your child 

during the day – please call the school upon your 

arrival and the student will be sent out. Due to 

COVID protocols we are no longer able to have 

students wait at the doors for parents. If you are 

called to the school, please ring the doorbell, and 

a staff member will come greet you at the door.  

 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
We begin a new liturgical calendar of the Catholic 

Church this Sunday, November 29, 2020; we begin 

the season of Advent. Today we celebrate a news 

that is news indeed! For not every news is worth 

celebrating. We celebrate the news that the 

Eternal Word of God becomes flesh, that God the 

Father Almighty keeps His promise, becomes flesh, 

that God becomes man. This news is The Good 

News! 

 

In the midst of all the unpleasant, horrifying and 

bad news that we hear each day, there will 

always be one good news for us to hear and 

celebrate: Jesus becomes man because he loves 

us more than we know.  

His Incarnation is not only an event in the past. 

Everyday Jesus becomes flesh in the Eucharist; we 

feed on Him.  

Everyday Jesus becomes human, most especially 

in the person of the poor; we serve Him. Jesus 

becomes a neighbour in our own person; we 

manifest Him. Jesus becomes tangible in all of 

creation; we touch Him and He touches us.  

Everyday is a day of the Lord’s Incarnation; let us 

be the presence of Jesus in the community we live 

in today.  

Everyday is the day of the Lord’s Annunciation, let 

us proclaim Jesus in the world today.  

Everyday is the day when the Word of God, Jesus 

Christ, becomes flesh; let us be Jesus in our family 

today.  

But How? Let’s begin the way Our Mother Mary 

begins. She begins saying “Fiat” or “yes” to God. 

“Be it done to me according to your word.” Whose 

word? God’s word – as announced by the 

Archangel Gabriel. 

 

Mary said “Yes” to God according to God’s terms. 

She responded to God’s call in full, personal 

freedom. Her “Yes” is a “Yes” (Fiat) that comes 

from the very roots of her being. Thus, it is not 

surprising to hear her say, “My soul proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God, 

my Saviour.” 

 

Today, we celebrate the Advent Season. Advent 

means waiting, waiting for our Savior’s arrival. Jesus 

comes to show the steadfast love of the almighty 

Father, who does not want us to be eternally away 

from Him, but to redeem us by his Son’s precious 

blood, shed from His side on the cross.  

 

Together, let us help one another prolong the 

Incarnation of Jesus in our family, our church, and 

in our hearts today. Although our lives may be 

likened to crooked lines, may God write straight 

with them the news whose headline always reads: 

“Jesus: Always and Only” 

 

Be vigilant! The Lord is coming! Amen. 

      

Fr. Joseph (Phinh Do) 
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ST. JOSEPH PARISH TIMES & EVENTS 
Please note the parish office is currently closed 

Mondays and Fridays.  

 

Maximum capacity will be 30 people per 

Mass including Father. Mass schedule:  

 

Christmas Eve – Thursday, December 24th - 

Masses @ 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.  

 

Christmas Day Mass – Wednesday, December 

25th @ 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

New Year's Eve Mass - TBD 

 

New Year's Day Mass -  TBD 

 

SCHOLASTIC FESTIVAL DU LIVRE 
Thank you for supporting our Scholastic book fair / 

Festival du livre. Your support and sharing the love 

of reading is appreciated.   

 

FIRST COMMUNION AND 

CONFIRMATION 
Congratulations to the following grade three students 

who have received the Sacrament of First 

Communion and Confirmation. 

 

3B 

Daison Baker-Ray  Hailey Beauregard 

Bentley Bernier   Jay Cawood 

Hudson Charabin Sage Graham 

Nate Nyholt  Xavier Prince 

Matthew Pyle   Xian Tan 

Layla Tatton   Sophia Tatton 

Dawsyn Usselman Dominic Usselman 

Paige Wuttunee 

 

3T 

Genesis Aznar   Molly Bjerkness 

Joseph Bongosia  Katelynn Brost 

Fatimah Dorupa  Max Kachur 

Gabe Manalang  Tenley Marchewka  

Luc Michaud   Amira Ondos 

Mikaela Romerde Isaac Rousseau 

Jemma Sadlowski Blake Schwab  

Isabel Shepherd  Warner Simmonds   

Kaelem Westwood  

 

SCHOOL FEES 
School fees are past due. Fees may be sent to 

school with your child or can be paid online. 

Preferred methods of payment is School Cash 

(online payment portal). Payment can also be 

made by regular cash (exact change only) or 

cheque. Please make all cheques payable to 

EMBM. If necessary, please contact the school to 

make alternate arrangements.  
 

ALLERGY REMINDERS  
We have students at EMBM with extreme nut 

allergies. Please DO NOT send foods containing 

nuts or traces of nuts to school. We are also a 

scent smart school- no extra perfumes, scented 

lotions or heavily scented long-lasting fabric 

softeners, please. 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

December 18 
Last day before Christmas holidays 

Dismissal at 2:30 p.m. 

January 4 Return to School 

 20 Early Dismissal Day – 2:00 p.m. 

 29 Teacher Day – No students 

February  15 Family Day – No School 

 16-19 Winter Break – No School 

 22 Return to School 

 24 Early Dismissal Day – 2:00 p.m. 

March 15 Teacher Day – No students 

 24 Early Dismissal Day – 2:00 p.m. 

April 2 Good Friday – No School 

 5-9 Easter Break – No School 

 12 Return to School 

 21 Early Dismissal Day – 2:00 p.m. 

 26 Teacher Day – No students 

May 19 Early Dismissal Day – 2:00 p.m. 

 24 Victoria Day – No School 

 25 Teacher Day – No students 

June  29 Teacher Work Day – No School 

 30 Report Card Day 
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Administrative Procedure 360  
    

   
AP360 – BUS CANCELLATIONS: COLD OR EXTREME WEATHER  

CONDITIONS   
  

Background  

  

Student safety is the Division’s first priority.   

On occasion, weather conditions may be such that safe transportation is put at risk. The Division, 

therefore, authorizes the cancellation of bus operations as provided in this administrative procedure.   

  
Procedures  
  

1. The Director or designate shall direct a Division-wide suspension of school bus service in every 

instance where the actual temperature with the wind chill is below -45°C.  

2. Weather information used for purposes of decision-making shall be reported by the Weather 

Information Office of Environment Canada at the North Battleford Airport.   

3. Bus cancellations will normally be made at 7:00 AM before bus drivers begin their route.   

4. It is the Bus Contractor’s responsibility to inform all parents using telephone and any other means 

necessary.   

5. It is the Bus Contractor’s responsibility to inform all Principals.    

6. The Division will communicate cancellations using our website (loccsd.ca), texting service, local radio 

stations (Q98, CJNB) and social media channels.         

7. The Principal is responsible for annually advising parents of the procedures used when there is a 

suspension of bus services due to inclement weather.    

8. The Principal is responsible for informing parents using Facebook, website, and/or telephone 

contact regarding the cancellation of extra-curricular event busing during inclement weather.   

9. Parents shall ensure their children, who are passengers on a school bus, are properly dressed in 

accordance with prevailing or potential weather conditions.   

10. In extreme weather conditions, the final decision to send a child to school or to the bus rests with 

the parents/guardians even though buses may be operating.   

11. Students that receive transportation services to/from the Town of Battleford or other any rural area 

are bused by Living Sky School Division. Parents/guardians should refer to Living Sky’s Inclement 

Weather Policy as that policy may differ from this Administrative Procedure.  

12. In the event of a bus break down or mechanical issue, it is the Bus Contractor’s responsibility to 

provide a replacement bus in short order. The Bus Contractor will ensure that a sufficient number of 

busses, in addition to those required for regular school routes, are prepared and ready to replace 

those buses unable to service the Division in an acceptable manner.  

13. Schools will remain open regardless of inclement weather or bus cancellations, unless closed for 

cause by the Director of Education.      

  
Light Of Christ Catholic Schools  November 19, 2020  
  

Administrative Procedures Manual    
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December 2020 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 
RECONCILIATION 

AT EMBM 

 

2 

 
RECONCILIATION 

AT EMBM 

 

3 

  
RECONCILIATION 

AT EMBM 

 

4 
PYJAMA & 

WACKY HAIR 

DAY 
 

RECONCILIATION 

AT EMBM 

 

5 

6 
2ND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

7 
SCC VIRTUAL 

MEETING 

7:00 P.M. 

8 
) 

9 10 11 
CHRISTMAS HAT 

& COLORS DAY 
(red, green, white 

 

12 

13 
3RD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

14 

 

15 16 17 
VIRTUAL MASS 

11:00 A.M. 

 

18 
CHRISTMAS 

SPIRIT DAY 

 

LAST DAY OF 

CLASSES 

2:30 P.M. 

DISMISSAL 

  

19 

20 
4TH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

21 22 23 24 25 
SOLEMNITY OF 

CHRISTMAS 

 

 

 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

 

              

YOU CAN ENTER YOUR CHILD’S ABSENCE 

 DIRECTLY IN  
 

 

or contact the the school  306-446-2167 or ecolemorand@loccsd.ca 
Please note: no call to the school needed if you enter absence into Edsby 

**CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS DECEMBER 21st UNTIL JANUARY 4TH, 2021** 
 

mailto:ecolemorand@loccsd.ca

